"COME AND SEE"
When Philip told Nathanael, "We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the
prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph" (John 1:45), Nathanael responded by
asking, "Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?" Philip's reply to Nathanael's question
serves as the title of this article. He did not rebuke him for his question or doubt. He simply said,
"Come and see." Nathanael did as Philip instructed and when Jesus presented the evidence to him
he said, "Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel" (John 1:49).
The answer Philip gave to Nathanael's question on this occasion has been God's answer to
honest doubt through the years. Be willing to give an honest hearing to the evidence. This was the
answer Jesus gave to Thomas when he said, "Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails,
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe"
(John 20:25). When Jesus later appeared to Thomas He did not rebuke Thomas for not believing the
words of the other apostles, instead He said, "Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing" (John 20:27).
He was calling upon Thomas to examine the evidence, i.e., "Come and see." Upon doing so Thomas
was compelled to declare, "My Lord and my God." What other conclusion could any honest
individual reach?
Today, as we seek to follow and glorify Christ in all we teach and do we encounter those who
question and doubt the things we teach. Some who offer these questions and doubts are like the
Jews in John 9 who would not believe even though the evidence was presented to them. However,
I am convinced that there are still many like Nathanael and Thomas who are honest in their
questioning and doubts. To these, we give the same answer as Philip and Jesus, "Come and see."
Come and examine the things we teach and practice in the light of God's word. Be like those noble
Bereans who "received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,
whether those things were so" (Acts 17:11).
The Lord does not expect people to blindly follow Him with no basis to their faith. He wants
us to have that honest and good heart (Luke 8:15) that will hear the word and bring forth fruit in our
lives.
If the Lord expects us to examine the evidence before believing on Him how much more
should we expect people to examine what we teach and practice in the light of God's word before
they accept it as truth. How willing are you to have what you believe and practice in religion put to
the test? How willing are you to respond to the request "Show me that in the Bible." Some seem to
think that if something is said often enough and long enough then it must be true. So, we have
individuals saying, "One church is as good as another;" "it doesn't matter what you believe so long
as you are sincere," or "we're all going to the same place (heaven), we are just traveling different
roads." I know you have heard these statements (and many others like them) but are they true? The
only way to determine whether they are true is to examine them in the light of what the word of God
teaches. I am persuaded that such an examination will result in the honest individual concluding that
these statements are not true.
Let me close by asking another question? Is it possible for people today to believe, teach and
practice the same things believed, taught and practiced by the first century Christians? My answer?
"Come and see."
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